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REVIEWS
SHAKESPEARE AND MEDICINE. By R. R. Simpson, M.B., Ch.B., F.R.C.S.(Ed.).
(Pp. vii + 267. 25s.) London and Edinburgh, E. & S. Livingstone, Ltd.
HERE iS yet another book to add to the already enormous bibliography on Shakespeare. This
is a study of the medical aspects of the plays and poems, and is based on a number of
lectures given by the author to various medical societies.
There is a complete list of the medical references in Shakespeare, which are classified under
various headings, such as "medical similes and metaphors," "clinical descriptions," and "diseases
of the ear, nose, and throat."
An illuminating chapter is devoted to Shakespeare's knowledge of Elizabethan medicine,
which, as a science, was scarcely in its infancy. Some attempt has also been made at a
comparison of the medical knowledge shown in the plays of Shakespeare's contemporaries.
These include plays by Christopher Marlowe, Ben Jonson, John Webster, and Beaumont and
Fletcher. The point is made that Harvey first described the circulation of the blood in the
year of Shakespeare's death, in 1616. Another interesting chapter is devoted to the influence
on Shakespeare of John Hall, physician, who married the poet's eldest daughter, Susannab
in 16{07. The author demonstrates, by means of a table of the dates of the plays, that the
larger number of the plays were written before the arrival of Hall in Stratford in 1601. He
comes to the conclusion that there is no evidence that Hall influenced the medical references
to be found in the plays of Shakespeare; but there is some evidence to suggest that, in the
portrayal of doctors as doctors in the plays, Shakespeare might have been influenced by the
character and qualities of his son-in-law. All the doctors in the plays are exemplary characters,
worthy members of a noble profession.
Two chapters of particular interest are on "Medical Aspects of Romeo and Juliet" and
"The Medical History of Sir John Falstaff."
Mledical men will find this a fascinating book and a revelation of the variety and extent of
Shakespeare's contemporary medical knowledge.
It is extremely well written, the type is excellent, and there is a very useful line reference
to every medical reference in the plays and poems, in the final chapter. The index is quite
adequate and comprehensive.
At twenty-five shillings this is a book which is not only excellent value for money, but it
shoul.d find a place in the bookshelves of every medical man. F. M1.
THE NEW FRONTIER: MAN'S SURVIVAL IN THE SKY. By K. G. Williams,
M.R.C.S., A.M.I.Mech.E. (Pp. vii + 161; figs. 56. 21s.) London: Heinemann Medical
Books, 1959.
DR. K. G. WILLIAMS, of Vickers Research Limited, discusses in a form suitable for the
intelli.gent and serious general reader the medical and physiological problems of civil and
military aviation. He writes with accuracy and confidence, and although the book is not
particularly directed at doctors, many will find it interesting, and most would find it in-
structive. Problems peculiar to space travel, about which there is presumably only scanty
secret information, and certainly little published observation, occupy only one-twentieth of
the book. Dr. Williams prefers not to speculate, but to keep his feet firmly on the ground,
or rather in the air! A. D. M. G.
ELEMENTARY MEDICAL THERAPEUTICS. By G. F. Walker, M.D., F.R.F.P.S. (Pp. 64.
7s. 6d.) Bristol: John Wright & Sons Ltd., 1959.
THIS small book is meant for medical students and house officers. They would be better
advised to use the Alternative Edition of the British National Formulary (1957), for which this
book is a very inadequate substitute. o. L. W.
207